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Research progress on cerebral engram cells in chronic pain *
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Neuroscience Ministry of Education/National Health Commission of China, Peking University, Beijing 100191,
China)

Abstract Chronic pain patients suffer from spontaneous pain, allodynia, hyperalgesia and even emotional or
cognitive impairments. The brain transforms nociception into pain, shows complicated changes in constructions
and functions in the process of pain chronicity. In past few years, more researchers tried to investigate pain chro-
nicity through memory engram, namely pain related engram cells. Here we introduce the theoretical basis and
technical approaches of engram cells, and summarize the latest progress on pain engram cells in the development
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of chronic pain.
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HIiC Iz A A 2, A7 il R R I b A A fr B2
1CAZ BN (engram) M-S B 4% [H .0 B %% X Richard
Semon T 1921 4F A fifg B 1012 1) 4 o 225 fih P 2 18
HIUG B 2 SO H = AR ) e G AEL s A 1R SE o ok
A O TSR, BEEE A T A E R 2 R gL
SEERIIR R, W RIS Utk B A7 w2
PHALZ R 2 o R, HIEOEIX B2 oo ] DL I 5]
PR EACAZ, B Eid 2B DR 4T Y (engram cell)
MES R U B 5 e ML EA G X, RS AR [HNL
2 EN IR A M A 5= AT T2 B, A A o e 12
s V) o FE R T R 2 BOERZIEANR . TE
PN B T G 9 T B 2R 4 A A 18 1 A HROPL R Y 2%
R, ARG T NI T B R A S
RI7%, RIS 2546 B N AR 5 3 e o B 128 4 i
TEM IR TR I D RE AT T it .

— FRRANFE X 2 5 R g A

18 11 P2 I E K Hh A 2 D R B 9 26 TSR FH Dl e
T AR 8 AB T 12 0 1 P 9 s N K i 425 44 DA J T e
LRI AR AR, R4S b, 181k
IR N PRI A0 0T o R AR SR 7 S5 i A A%
0 T A0 e G K JoT 4 R BRI 1 TR X T g L
VR N B B R, LR P A
Rl B B AR AR 1S B AR B
fo U0, L R N B O A B
Y B R MRS I 5 R AR B AR B35 1 1
L U FEMGIX ThAEEREE b, R ie L
et fE, W55 R 2 R S Re R R R R Y
MBI N I B AR, TR KR S LU A
Z B[ D RETE R B35 3G 0 1T 7R 1 1t 5 2% X etk 9%
IR N HR IS PN R e ] ) T e A
W, 1 AT 2 A R s U

SPIRE TR I, A8 o 0 0 L PR AR R /) R
o, SRR B T I HEAR R e e A T, T
M8 AR 2 ) 5, ORI AR SR B T ) AR KR
i) 2R (somatostatin) BH 4 HRTEIAFEZR J0 . 1T $00 1) GK
PRI 7 S HE AR AR 2 T S B, BT LARH b 142
PEAL U7, Metz 25 UV DU B, 8 b 4200 B4 95
AR R B PN O R 45 2/3 2 A o 28 TT AR R K
ANFAE B R 2 Ty, HILAER R & o M A PEAR K
PR E TS SRR R 2 P AR Y /N B
H1, Huang % " HUR LRI ATIAZ R 5 )2
HEARIR 2 TE ) % A MK R RS, FFIEBX — i R 2
BT 5K B8R A MI A AT A% R 35 B A 3 000 P i
- ] B 2 o TR S BT

2 o 05 2 1 A 2 SR Sh D A A A R
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REHZ NN, HERBEMZ TR A&,
7 HL 3 R MU A A A% A AR — HE G 5 P2 AH 2R A7
PSS AR TT, IRV 405 T MR A rh 41 o 3
TR 2270 AT LLEE MR I S 2% P Jiang %
REUAENRNVE SOMEIR /N B AR, A8 A 22 D75 94T il B
T P 00 I A% B EL R E e 22 TG I T DA e I ot 5
JEth 4, JFUENIX — Dhae 2 il i 737 52 0 P9 0 R %
AN 70717 [ R Jo A0 A B A% B ISR S CATL X
TP SR AR AT T SR S T

PSRBT TEBR AL 75 NS 7R A
AR S5 18, RIEPE PR SR P RGN £
AN DX 5 A AN BE PR 5 T AR AR, TR e R A
KX A B A A T A, LAk, WA SRt
FAIRR, IR R P S R G & A X A
2 oA E I B D Re R B

T B AR R LT TSR

1. IR LA E X

WHT ST IR, A2 BN B S AR — Al
PARTACAESE H,  (H 32 PR 2 (R AE 2R AN AR K
V-, S IR CVE MR LI BN A s . T BE
BT RIEAFER R, A Y.
BEPRI A 2 DL B 52 23 A% A i A B 3% 0 AT ) R
J&, 2B AT A T, A R i A 42 3A i AT
H T HERARZIPINH . MAEX —idFEH, Reijmers
8 B e LT AEWT BEVC RS 2 AR = S R, Ab
WA~ AZ o BEZ R EL ] (immediate early genes,
IEGs) HJRIEPRICHIFIZ TS = KRG X R T
— A RO A TR L B, R TR
— IR P A A SIS AL A B 40 P A . X
Ji » Han %5 P4 Rl FUSR B IR 2R e 1 45 & 8 A (Ca™/
cyclic AMP-responsive element-binding protein, CREB)
PRI T BRI 75, AN B AMI A AR R E R R
T2 53 e VLS 26 AR S R R 2 T, B
SEAFAE —RERR 2 00 Tl RURICZ R L E . B
2, Liu % " ilid IEGs RIEAFICHE A G 1L 2530 %,
S — UCUE B T 30 /0 B A IR (8] 98 0 4R e M2 T8
AT A B IZ K 3RIE, X R sk Py 5 —
UCE A7 R IO — FERR SE R4 e Xt TR R IZ 3R
BT . ik, B AE e ic IZAE i R] RE R
PRS2 — PR, AT R AN TR X
R AN [RICAZ B 20 0 B 9 i 7 5 A A e 5725 S RO AT
TOH PR .

£ 2015 4%, 112y 2 ACED 320 41 i 2238 BT 7 5 B
1) Tonegawa tH7F 25 1A 3C 75 o) ED R 41 f 2k 47 1 4
TR CENEEA R — R TR E 1AL BN
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Kegma o, HIFAMMEZIHRASHX ML
PR i . BRI A 0 N =AMRFE: OS]
AR S @FE S SRR B B e A
JRTH B s FE P X 2 8 A2 2 1l 2 2] i RE I PR 85
B I s B 2R e 2 ol e 2

DL BB AL T — s EdE, SCRPCIZEnIE
AHMIAEAE . TEBEIEAE b, — e BT A H e
(Hebbian theory) FIHESZ Ay, iCIZ I A SEAFMk 7E 5
FEIARRL A, 017 BIAF R X T 2 A i
FERAT VARSI, DRI e AZ A7 it 5 S BCAT A2
T AR K R A £ T 4% 1 3 2 R B S S
LR PO A S A NR 2 T 40 2 (R I
e, IR LICIZ, SENEAEIe AT b
HAMZE, KRB R — DI 7T S HE BT

2. A i ) A 10 SR

YN PR EAT AR, KR 5T N
AHIR B X Hh 3843 5 AT D AH O IR 0 48 70 2 00T
S 2 FEBEA (U0 c-fosw Arc 25) TEGs fIFRIA P4,
DAL 2l WS 156 )5 K 1 21 1EGs JH 3))
T URBNAH SR i B TO AR K 2 M 22 oI M OE
FRic R4, ALHG VYIRS 42 R4 (tetracycline
on/off, Tet-on/off) JIFH #1125 70 P 541 R 5t (targeted
recombination in active populations, TRAP) FIJiE
2 JC i 3% & 4t (capturing activated neuronal ensem-
bles, CANE) % P00, 55 —J51H), 4 KA 4 04
BOmRS, 40 Ca® RS IR T, TR
HHEET CT IR, A e EHIIT R T B
BB RO TR AR 28 Je 2] (Cal-light), PRIEDE
S RA BT T R IAFR (fast light- and activity-reg-
ulated expression, FLARE) %5 2 b 1o i 8] 7 5 Ak
W4 eI S bR e R 4 P

T CR AR IR A UL b TR R £ T T O bR
10 R G SIS W DL R 456 A B TAE 23 dr AR 35 2
Y

(1) Tet-on/off R4

VUFR 3R 2R GERVE T K AT w3k B 2 v 40 1 1%
WRG, ZGn] Loy NI I8 & 1 (Tet repressor
protein, TetR) 5 I ¥ 2% # 9\ F (Tet operator, TetO),
PR RE R A B . MM N JE DU IR R AFTERT,
TetR 235 TetO 54, MM BHIT T it 3 R ik
LA VU FRAFAERS, DU AL TetR #4002,
FHETetR 5 TetO 7385, A NrpiiEEERA LLEIE,
A AT R A 24 B

M 20 tHEZE AR L 1% RSl A2 B T SE A
AN ZR R I TRV 04 H AR 1, T Reijmers 25 Y
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1E 2007 FQ)3E 1 HUKs c-fos Ja 2115 VU A R 55 561
BREMEG, Qi 7HTHE RGN AR Lk [R5
WA AR ZE T0I cfos-htTA FZE RN . X B RFAAR
bR —BIUR R RS EHERA c-fos i3l
MY A 2R 45 41 B V0 BT (tetracycline-controlled
transactivator, tTA; 2£[ET TetR) ) cfos-htTA 35 EL[A
INE, ST Tet #2900 (tetracycline-responsive
element, TRE; %5 [A]F TetO) ot & J& 4 B Ax ok
IRV SR LR AR (LK 1A o H,
cfos-htTA FFER/NRAE S 7 — LU 2 A5 FAH R
FHE TCIROEI , FAREE TG c-fos Ja 37 FI AL U,
HETAE U (TA 78347 S s Bl e, IR 15 tTA
HH. WG, (TAEHE S T TetO 5 TRE F7 41,
FEURBNE T TetO 8¢ TRE 741 J5 11 H b5 IR AR 3E47
Fik. mEZE, HEZVUIAER (doxycycline, Dox) 17
FER, Dox = 5 tTA EE AR H 45 &, ML tTA &
1255 TetO 50 TRE 751 45 & R IR B T F H AR o3&
5. B, dEdEf] Dox 7E/N ORI N I ES T,
AT DR Bt b SE IR 104 22 B 1) 5 P O (AR 2 T,
MR i AR LR € AT AT AR A T .

125 Rk, RERHER/NKR Tet-off R4 L&A
[z F T e R s st so b, JCHAE RS
S1AC A2 A S 45k 7259, cfos-htTA % F K /N & (1)
EWBUE LR AGFEEFTERN. brid 20 50
AU 1T H cfos-htTA %% 5 Kl /)N B4 3 1F 9 WU
FER W, BrH T Tet-off RGiAH I c-fos Ja 3 F
IXF) ) ATA JeHEAE, EH — c-fos Ja 3T K3 1)
2 /NI AZ B AL S OB R (2-h half-life
enhanced green fluorescent protein, ShEGFP) Joff, IX
A~ shEGFP #1511 5 c-fos £ F1 AR 1 32 AL,
A DR S5 A S A S BOE P 2 e I 8 ek i £
H (LK 1A

HRIXE RS AFAE LI B R BR T, a5
T H: Dox I E] B #E I HILE], BRI 8] B oK
HE/IN R, B BT AR R T Sehsic B
[E] I 52 IR T IUSR R RE AL, XERATLE
T BOE M & TCR K AbRit. BPIXE RS T
cfos-htTA F LR /NS, [RGB 1) 1 #0 b A FH Y T
i 2016 4 Sorensen %5 U7 & £ wF 50 b, KT
c-fos ] IEGs 3 3l 7 1 5 2 i& Oy PRAM JH 31 1,
B J5 A AT TR HE B ) Tet-off R G0 % T [F— AN Bk
LB, HAEW] Ti%8 R G AT LUE w5
FARAERIE . W UGB IR0 b, R AT
EHEBOER L, NIRXERGAEZ YA Z AT
ft T EZ TR,
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(2) TRAP %%

TRAP % %t % 1 W 2 T IEGs & 3 F 9K 3 (¥ 15
5 # A B (cyclization recombination enzyme estro-
gen receptor, CreER), 1fii CreER A 7E 45 H fth 25 1
7% (tamoxifen, TM) 8% PU ¥ B Ath %% & 55 (4-hydroxy-
tamoxifen, 4-TM) #4284 K A48 40 5 , 7] LUE A% AL,
BENAMIRZ KA A B D RE . 230 g 7 G m e
FEDRIRZZ AT TRAP J G0 B R /N U 48 70 N AFAE Cre
B R B A7 4, 10 LSP (LoxP-STOP-LoxP) 1§ DIO
(double-floxed inverse open reading frame) i, %5 F 3l
Y T™M B 4-TM {5 G B — e T & N, R a3
PEBGERIM A T S RIE Hbs ot (B 10 .

EZRGREULK, B 2RI FET AR,
AN TR i XIE 56 T 1% & S8 AR T PR B0 A e A R
P Bl P 2 2 1 0 1K 2454 tamoxifen BX
4-hydroxytamoxifen K75 5 H 41§ R 4 A 1%, TRAP
RAGAIT Tet-on/off RGLEAFRICHT [ & SHEAEH
AR A, (B[R BT CreER 35321
FAXTEUC, WAREROE A TThR 10 A 7875 1 17
@, HABF R ET CreER BRI, WIEYE c-fos
A Are [k 5238 1 5m PO,

(3) CANE #%t

CANE H Gt Bt QI 14547 H c-fos A3 T
ORI A« i D] i ok ) i B 3R T8 B8 28 32 4K (transiently
express the avian receptor, TVA) [ FosTVA #% %
ANBRG T TVA A B TR s E 015 E IR0 25 0
#i (envelope glycoprotein of subgroup A coated virus,
EnvA-coated virus). I, 45 T FosTVA #% 3
NER DR EAT N FEA R, O B A TR R
1K TVA, ZJEAE—EREE N, 257/ BRE K
[X EnvA-coated virus 3 5 B AT DL B 95 B S0k 2E A
TVA FEPEMZ 0N CILE 1D) , AT IS 2135 M 3
WM E I B BJE, JFR CANE REGUHLE =,
IR GARIC IR 1 AL — R R AU RR
TGS 4 e, d3—5E T Z Rk EE .
WRGHTHIN T BUEE &2 TVA, KILAE
FRIC e e it EACRBUE, BT 5 ST N 5 R
PO ST EAT SEAR TE AL X VRS, AAERT B AT N
T EE s n] Rett, 75— DS HAR A R
GBI TR o

(4) Cal-light 5j FLARE #%t

bE & B T IEGs B 3 1 IS R EuE bnid RRAE
SR BT A, IR PR 527 B R R 2 0t T
MG, AnTCRE A B/ DL BRI I 18] & 40 9%
2, PAKZBRT IEGs J8 3l i sl 5 2 TG %R
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Wbt R A& u s, T 278 2017 45, BTk
i B ST TB) 1) 4% RS B W S AR I AN AL,
T VRSO bR Ay SR T B 2 k. Cal-light AN
FLARE A &AM AR 2 (WK 1E, F) , AilAl]
B T ERAN 2 1 [F] M2 T 85 1 HAE R 48 Tango [
PR R Rk A R g 5 45 15 7 711 (genetically
encoded calcium indicators, GECIs) [t 55 ¥ il LA & it
DL FE N E IR 45143 (avena sativa phototropin 1
light-oxygen-voltage domains, LOVs) [ % J I 4 P
X =AM B2,

H A [ B AE R4 Tango #2IH T Notch {5 5 %
FHGYI R B A NAZ I e s B bLR, R DAl
RGN T FL ok 21955 5 25 1 B AE (tobacco etch
virus protease, TEVp) A% R 51551 (TEVseq) ™.
Wl # W (TA ¥ K T4 & TEVp BE UL 5 1 7
YIEFAE—A G & A BB K (G protein coupled
receptor, GPCR) HIE N B, HICAALS & T GPCR ¥
EE S 3h, BRI AR S M AN 8 ) 5
H (arrestin) %f H O 136 A0 2E4T 57 S 45t 1 H I 19 8
il 1 Tango 1% 1T H ] arrestin fi &5  TEVp, 4
kil & 85 (14232 GPCR B, TEVp 23 iR il H: i V) 45t
TEVseq, tTA #Eii IR EREBCT K, A% JE 30 H
FNFiL. 1M Cal-Light fl FLARE LA Tango & B 1)
BB GIN T GECIs SRAGHIN A A 4% 125 5~ LA S L0 B i
WACF PRI . GECTs W55 Ca®' 45 & 45 /)
B5iH 5 [ (calmodulin, CaM) FI45 1 25 145 & ik M13
o M2. M Ca 4iE S CaM &2 MR R AR,
BET CaM AT BAE M13 8 M2 454, Bl RIRG 7Ok
AR AT 2 T LA OR ek ¥ Cal-Light
F FLARE [ 7F & & 15 @b Hu A CaM A M13 5k M2
¥ ¥ 7 Tango & 4t P [f) GPCR Al arrestin, f#i Ca™
(VAR FE SO 25 5 15 15 1) Sk

FLARE 1 Hff 78 % ¥ M2 5 (TA J# i TEVp B
VP H A — e, I 2ol — B I X 380
R R E LE4E MR, T CaM U ELE T
TEVp, XFEMLA Ca® RJE L THERN TS %A R
GIBCAR, PRSIl T Ca™ IR FE R Rk . B
N T G N E B 8] 2 AT S 30 22 40000 4 5 0
Frid, MATEE M2 5 (TA Joff 2 RGN T 8
JGfF LOVs K SZHLNT TEVseq B s 1 B, {3/
RO R AR 5] & LOV #4 G840 115 i
~, TEVp BgVIr fiA 22 2 5 1ok, wBA#E TEVD
WUNBEEY), 8 (TA JCAH AR 52 BORSE B B 100 5 P9 305
M2 T FRIC (LB 1E) PP, Cal-light it 5
FLARE AR, &iF34 R A2 TEVp IR N K
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Ui A C R 3ty AN 7 B 23 il BN Bl CaM Fl M3 FTAE
PN, LSZEI Ca™ MBS 6 R 208 (LI 1F) B,
2017 FE3X 9 s A7 AR [R) I R A8 [R) — HA 4%
B b, STZIERE T EAFEARAW)E RE. FAK
T SRR T (I R) R AT DORE A BIRD S, T S
T TS B PERR I B AR A T L RS & T
TEBARE . AR B S AR B S AT B B X A
RO — L 5 B, 8 A R I S bR
2L = AN TR 45 0 B0 35 A4 Re SR T R G T e A
518 —# K /&, FLARE ) & # Alice Ting [ A
7E 2020 43 HIHE L T FLARE R4 AMEAL R A

Tet-off @

c TRAP

Cytoplasm ?
Nucleus 1

000K
(G promore: > NTETER

Cytoplasm ?

Nucleus *

| IEG-promoter CreRE"”
p

mCherry

™

Cytoplasm ™5
Nucleus ‘

Nucleus

IEG-promoter 03356

000K

proi mCherry

CreRE”
@,

f
G- (OIS

E FLARE

24 .
" Transmembrane region Ca T Blue light
elluld

ellulaf

Calmodulin
M2
‘ TEVseq

TEV'

Extrﬂc
Tntra®
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(T

o [E P = 27 4% 35 Chinese Journal of Pain Medicine 2023, 29 (3)

FIiCRE (fast light and calcium-regulated expression) #/l
scFLARE (single-chain FLARE), 773 1 15 &=
TR 1) BRI BAR T % RGeS I 5 2% B0,

3. B4 A 2 KA B AT 5T 8

EREEROE PR L TR, 4 S A L)
RCHBE R PR 20 SR TR (s A% FAk 278
5D, NSEIACIZ B A i i PR A8 T AT e
2012 FFF K cfos-htTA % 3 [K] i ) Mayford 5256
FHIH] Tet-off RGLLT AL AL TR, KIMEFEL
T A FRC N BERE M 2 TT 2 BV
Xt PR BRI B A4 1 & i Az ™ i [R) 45 4 i 52

PRAM  ((5-CTAGAAGTTTGTTCGTGACTCAGA-3' )

-7

ram = | l N | rosmin |=

D caNE

No Activity Activity & Virus Only Activity

F Cal-light

Extracellular

Jular
ﬁacel
1B Mi13

Calmodulin

! TEV-C,
TEV-N

‘-['k\’scq

(A) Tet-off #4t; (B) PRAM %£%4:; (C) TRAP £#%:t; (D) CANE #4t; (E) FLARE :%i; (F) Cal-light R4t
Horb Tet-off 24t PRAM £4i. TRAP A4 f1 CANE ARG T IEGs JE 31 TGS YL VAL 5T, 1 FLARE
REGA Cal-light REENHKA T GECIs % T Ca™ W FEMAIN FIALE] . DL FL B gm 15 DA R 5] 3¢ B0,
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Frid, K EH MIT ] Tonegawa 5246 =5 U i i Tet-off
RS G OLBE %, RIAE T AR PH
PRI RS A T A AR I ) )N BRI S AR (B340
R SEARZ TE R AT CABRBOG B REEZ T —fiiie
TEIR, S iC A2 A 1) 2 3 7EBE S 0 J LA B %y
L N BEAZ NG B B 70 2, e JeAE /NG
JE JZ it (retrosplenial cortex, RSC). 3 J&E AMI A5 4~ 4%
(basolateral amygdala, BLA) /& 3 T gmhd 5% £F ZL 5
TEAZE S A IR BECAZ N 5 JE %A 1 E AR 8 ) B
R L ¥, T Tonegawa 256 % B f2E 52 7 i@ it
X BRI A0 AR R i a, AT RL DR /0N BR A 3 R R R
A2, P A OE OE A1 26 b g %) B0 2R 4 s mT
ARSI IR IS 4 B, bR S5 T R B D 4
SECIZEN AR TAEA—T 2, b A——FR,
{HEE T B g e A2 B8, RS B K& TAE S RF
Ji TE AT, P Bk ke i 52 3 A

R ) 52 2 PRIl A R E TR E A&
JUAR S, TMREHEM A ER SRS T, b
ORI AE I 2 SR I RN 2 A . PERE 2
B B V0 J A AR AT e e, B SR A AT #h £2 e 1) 5% i
Ja A TC IR Z I (fire together), AJLLS:
R il AL 3 BRE 3G 0, S H R R 28 0 R S i S p
2 JCIERAE — S (wire together). [Alk, TEIRZ T
VEHRHE 225G T R 98 5 i X P9 ) 1242 B 728 48 R B
Tonegawa %5 7 1 8 I K 58 Sy EQ IR 4 L 7E 2
i X 2 (B 5 S e B D REAIT 7 o AT SE R = B Je K
W, AERARCAZ N ET B AZ M K B A A ) i AR
W RS SO Z BN I AN B el B, BT
AR B 5T R BN R A A R, X 5 A ST A
3 T 3 AL S B AR A 242 R G UL ] ) B AR AN
Wi & . B, A WEILiE IS CRISPR-Cas9 i A
HRPALS G LTRSS, mlRixX & Ei
CTBRAN B RS g 5 T X 2 B R 20 B A % 1) Tl g, ]
DABH St A5 A s iz B A2 T R, aE—20 3¢
Fr 7 XS BV An L o TCAZ A A Th g B
L bRy, 78R B UL ) SR A R E b, Wi i
J5R B AMU A A A% BN 2R 40 e Dh RE IR B K B T 7E 2R
BEUCHC () vl R o e =N, gmts 358 id A2 1 5
B384 L5 20 B S PR ER A B e 40 M ) T e B0 i A1
%&iﬁi [54,55]0

&4k, ENIEAE R ) RE PR #E BT FEATI SR AL AE
e T PN RN B PR PR 1) R, R IIX SE TR £
LI RIS 5 E R X, TREH T A
RIEPIERA, S5 7 H Z HL AR DREITA,
T B 2R 41 20 Bt O BN R 21 O B 18 5 48 i P e 2 )
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B IC I B E T AT REIMF L

= EPIEAHG R AN S IR 2 518 1 R

S BRI R FLLE 20 TH 28] B8R A R,
IR T LAAE Ay 26 A P S 3 2 S 56 A 2 2 DT IRE R 97
BEAT R, ARETRAE e A A 1 2% S E A2 5 H —
HEA SR RS B MR T N T2 KA
FE BRI S FAB AL, U3 A I 9T AT ) A8 T
PN A D N T (T VAL N 23 T B R
AL FME 5K — MR . AR, 2019 K
# T Science FIHESE, ML AEMREE FiIdRE S
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